Peer Editing an Essay

As a peer editor, it is your job to find as many errors as you can.  It is important to be constructive and helpful while peer-editing because it is your job to help your partner be a better, more confident writer.

1. Exchange essays, record your partner’s name as writer on page 2, then your own as peer-editor

2. Determine readiness for editing.  Does this essay have an introduction, conclusion and at least three body paragraphs? On page 2, put a [image: image1.png]


beside ready, or record what is missing.

3. Thesis Paragraph – for each of the following, record good, missing, or suggestions for change on page 2: locator, transition, thesis

4. Body Paragraphs

For each paragraph in the essay, check to be sure that it is a formal paragraph.  To be a formal paragraph, it must have a topic sentence and a minimum of five sentences. Each paragraph must follow the topic sentence. Record what to fix on the essay.  Put a [image: image2.png]


by each paragraph you think is good and include at least on comment about what your partner has done well in that paragraph.
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 Each paragraph must have a citation.  Write cite by each paragraph that does not.  Check to be sure the quotations are introduced and cites correctly.  Mark changes on the essay.

5. Conclusion – Make sure it contains a re-worded thesis, a recap of the essay’s major points, and a so what statement.  Mark ready, missing or suggestions as you did with the introduction.  Record your responses on page 2. 

6. Writing Style

a. Essay is in the present tense (record on page 2)

b. Ties join all paragraphs
c. No personal pronouns are used

d. Proper level and register are used

e. Sentences are varied

f. Writing has a natural flow

7.  Mechanics and other small errors – read carefully through the essay for any small errors in spelling, sentence structure, or punctuation.  Record them on the essay. 

