The Essay at a Glance

Structure:

1. A most basic essay consists of at least five paragraphs.

2. All essays have an introductory paragraph and a concluding paragraph.

3. Essays have a central idea called a THESIS.  The essay is used to prove the thesis.

Introduction:

1. A good introduction has a locator.
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 Locator – sentences that hook the reader and interest him/her in the issue you will be exploring.

2. Introductory paragraphs provide basic information about the topic to orient the reader.
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 Transition – sentences that connect the locator issue to the thesis.  The transition must include a direct reference to the author/title.

3. An introduction has a thesis statement (usually at the end of the introductory paragraph).
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 Thesis – statement which you intend to prove throughout the essay.

Paragraphs:

1. A paragraph is a group of sentences with one main idea.  It must have unity and order.  In the case of an essay, this order is achieved by cohesion within the paragraph and a relationship with the essay as a whole.

2. Each paragraph must have a topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph.  The middle sentences expand on the paragraph idea and provide contextual information regarding any quotes you may be using in the essay.
3. A strong body paragraph includes a well-chosen quote which provides evidence of the main idea.

4. After the quote, the body paragraph must include information that explains/analyzes the quote in relation to the thesis. 

5. Paragraphs have concluding sentences.  These sentences sum up the paragraph and provide a TIE to the next paragraph.  This concluding sentence must also relate to the thesis.

Conclusion:

1. A conclusion contains a second version of the thesis.

2. A conclusion expands on the thesis/recaps the major points from the essay
3. A conclusion includes a SO WHAT statement 
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 So What statement – sentences that justify the important ideas in the essay or put the essay in perspective. 
To Remember:

1. The first type of essay is developmental.  It is the easiest.

2. The second type is based in proof.  It may require a paragraph to define terms.

3. Always CITE any ideas that are not your own.

4. Write your essay in the present tense.

PLAGIARISM:

Most simply, plagiarism is intellectual theft.  Any use of another author’s research, ideas, or language without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism.[image: image5.png]



